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Saint	Isidore	the	Farmer	
 
Directions: Read the biography and answer the questions.      
 
Saint Isidore the Farmer (1070-1130) lived his 
whole life as a simple laborer in Spain. Isidore was 
named after the great philosopher and scholar 
Saint Isidore of Seville, but his path to holiness was 
simple work rather than advanced education. He 
went to daily Mass every morning, toured religious 
sites in Madrid on the weekend, and prayed 
throughout the day while he worked in the fields. 
There are many stories of the miracles surrounding 
the simple life of Saint Isidore the Farmer. His 
fellow farmers reported him to their master for 
being late to work after coming from Mass each 
day. When the master went to confront Isidore, he 
saw the farmer praying while an angel ploughed the fields for him. He and 
his wife Maria had a young son who was once stuck in a deep well. They 
prayed for God’s help and the water rose high enough for them to save him. 
The couple was dedicated to helping those who were poorer than them. 
Maria kept an extra bowl of stew cooking because Isidore often brought 
home the poor to eat with them. Once he brought too many people to feed, 
and they ran out of food. Isidore asked his wife to check the bowl again and 
it was miraculously full. These stories spread far and wide after Isidore’s 
death and he was canonized as a saint nearly five hundred years later. He is 
the patron saint of farmers, field hands, ranchers, and all laborers.  
 
1. How did Saint Isidore live a holy life?  
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
2. In what ways can you be more generous with people who are poor?  
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
 
3. What can you pray about while you do ordinary tasks and work during the day?    
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 


